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may hope to throw light upon the usual working of
morality; but my theory of the facts cannot make
men moral of itself. I cannot hope, for example, to
show that immorality involves a contradiction, for I
know that immorality exists. I cannot even hope to
show that it is necessarily productive of misery to
the individual, for I know that some people take
pleasure in vicious conduct. I cannot deduce facts
from morals, for I must consistently regard morals
as part of the observed consequences of human nature
under given conditions. Metaphysicians may, if
they can, show me a more excellent method. I ad-
mit that their language sometimes enables them to
take what, in words at least, is a sublimer position
than mine. Kant's famous phrase, "Thou must,
therefore thou canst/' is impressive. And yet, it
seems to me to involve an obvious piece of logical
juggling. It is quite true that whenever it is my
duty to act in a certain way, it must be a possibility;
but that is only because an impossibility cannot be a
duty. It is not my duty to fly, because I have not
wings ; and conversely, no doubt, it would follow
that if it were my duty I must possess the organs
required. Thus understood, however, the phrase
loses its sublimity, and yet, it is only because we
have so to understand it, that it has any plausibility.
Admitting, however, that people who differ from me